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Biblically, prophecy has served to change, renew and warn the society. It is also about knowing the mysteries of what exactly God wants and communicating it through the prophet or prophetess. It was not the main issue of who could be a prophet/prophetess, but the main issue was who could interpret God’s message to the concerned people. Even if there were women who had that gift, they were ignored because in the male dominating communities no woman could qualify to be a prophetess even though that particular person had the gift of prophesy.
Women’s prophetic voices were not heard and their voices are not yet heard even though there is a change in some countries of the world. The exclusion was male domination in the Jewish community and in the community. However, there were successful Prophetesses like Debora who had the prophetic task within the community.   
Being a prophetess in a male dominated community requires courage, hope, love and strength. Personally, I see hope as the chief element for any prophetic task. Hope allows us to see possibilities where the situation is deem and discouraging, and this can happen if the community allows women to do perform their prophetic task without any male interference.
When I started parish work as a pastor, it was very difficult being a young woman ministering to the parish in a male dominated field. Sometimes I was felt like the church had thrown me away by sending me there. The most difficult thing was the language because I am speaking a different language from that of the parishioners. It is a multilingual parish with 5 different languages. I had to start by learning the language so that I can reach out to those people whom I was serving.  When I arrived there I had a mission and vision for that parish because no woman was allowed to go near the altar because they were being told that God has never spoken to a woman but only to a man.
I started to open prayer groups whereby women took a lead. Men in the parish started to criticize my suggestions of including women in church councils, because they said women should clean the church and teach Sunday school and confirmation. After having prayer groups, I decided to have meetings with men separately. This is where things started to make a u-turn in the parish. Women started to preach without any criticism from the male side.  It even went to an extent that women started to show their ability by praying for the sick during the service in the church. When I saw all these things happening in that parish, I said to myself ‘mission is accomplished’ because women’s prophetic task and voices are working in the parish I was serving and it is still continuing even today in my absence. Perseverance is a key to make the world change.
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