Bible meditation, Mary´s visit to Elisabet  
8.6.2010 Sofia
Irja Askola                                          


The encounter of Mary and Elisabeth is one of my favourite stories.

· I find in it the strength of sharing, the joy of sisterhood, the significance of mutual support
· two women: in so similar situation, yet so different 
They both are pregnant: 
one being young, taken by a surprise, that a baby is growing in her womb. Not in her plan, not yet. 
The other one much older. Years of tears of frustration, shame and even fear, not being able to carry a child.
· now these two meet - a bridge between two women.
· young Mary gives me an example of a woman, who can receive support, when she needs it.
She is strong in my mind: she has too many questions going around in her young mind…
She need a distance from her own village and its neighbours; the whispering women, who were wondering, what might be true in her case.
Some might see, that she escapes; disappear for three months.
But I see her visit to the house of her relatives as a sign of her strength:
she needs her own retreat, she needs to take time to grow in her calling.
            And, so she is strong enough to make this concrete: she travels alone, leaves her family, 
            leaves Josef, too and the whole home village
· Elisabeth has her heart and mind open.
She receives this young woman.  Offers hospitality for three months ( I wonder sometimes,
what might the two men, Josef and Zacharias, think of this intensive sharing of two pregnant women).
· I see them sitting under the olive trees; sharing the women´s concerns.
Reflecting on the physical changes in their body, talking about their dreams, fears, open question in the process of being first time pregnant
Their cook together and in the midst of their ordinary household tasks their grow to their
motherhood,
· in this atmosphere of trust, openness and gentle hospitality both grow in their calling.
In this atmosphere Mary find her creative source and as an poor, uneducated woman
she becomes a theologian, who writes a powerful text, where she describes the essence of God ( theo –logy), based on her own experienced. Magnificat!
      
· May this encounter of Mary and Elisabeth stay with us during these days here in Sofia.
May we find sharing, where the joy of the sisterhood and the strength of the mutual support can encourage each of us to grow in our calling,






