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I have lived in Scotland, Canada and Australia, all beautiful and unique expressions of creation but of all it is the land of Australia that has captured my spirit.  The Creator has blessed Australia with a unique, fragile and extremely varied landscape – from the lush rainforests in the north, the red sandy deserts in the centre, the lush pastures on the east and west coasts, the tropical islands, the rugged sea cliffs, the deep gorges and of course the kilometres and kilometres of pristine sandy beaches - all gifts for both body and spirit.
In Aboriginal Spirituality the great creator – the Rainbow Serpent – criss-crossed the land creating the rivers, valleys, mountains and gorges – imbuing many places with special spiritual significance to all indigenous people and others with unique significance to aboriginal women only. The women elders to this day guard these sacred places and pass on from generation to generation the significance of them both in regard to the Creation and to their spiritual relevance for living today. These place and stories are all through Australia with different groups of women responsible for the custodianship of the sacred stories. But these stories belong to them and they are not mine to tell.
However it is my own experience of the land in my spirit journey that acts a bridge of understanding with my indigenous sisters. I find it hard to describe rationally the connection that the physical landscape hold on me and many other Australians – it is if there is a magnetic pull that draws me into seamless connection with the creation itself. 
In the Celtic spirituality of my birthplace they speak of ‘thin’ places in landscape, these are places where the veil between the spirit world and the physical world is so transparent that the spirit seeps through to touch us. Perhaps because Australia is a very ancient land it seems to me that there are many ‘thin’ places. I can recall standing in a place westerners called the ‘Devil’s pebbles’ (I think because we feared its spiritual power) but called Kunarra by the local aboriginal women – it is a sacred women’s dancing place and as I wandered around that space my spirit ears could hear the singing and dancing of women as they celebrate their unique role as women not only in relationship to creation but also in their relationship to one another.
It is perhaps that deep spiritual resonance that has meant that subsequent women, colonizers, prisoners, pioneers and immigrants have also treated the land with greater respect than their male counterparts. It may also be the women’s own connection as life creators that enabled them to exist in, endure and understand a land that was harsh and difficult by any standard.
The creation and my relationship to it is integral to my spiritual life, whether it is standing in the blazing sun of the hot red desert, or by the roaring coastal sea or as mundane as digging in the garden or watching the weeds grow through the concrete cracks in the city I am nurtured by my relationship to creation. It also connects me to mothers and sisters past present and future whose bond with the land creates a sisterhood that transcends time, culture and religion.
But more important for the future I think is my response and that of my sisters to creation in the here and now.
I think the only authentic and ethical response for me and other women towards creation is to do as I said before – attempt to provide a spiritual/theological undergirding for tackling climate change and all its consequences for the physical environment.
This means that as women we need to be providing new and creative ways of doing theology and of imaging God in and with creation. We need to move away from traditional, hierarchal, dominant, rigid, dualistic images of God and creation and move to poetic, organic, earthy, ecological images.
Dr Anita Munro – Australian feminist theologian asks her sisters to consider doing ‘Basket Swamp or Wetlands Theology’ (Basket Swamp being the name of the geographical wetland that inspired her thought) as a methodology of shifting our theological thinking to a more ecological friendly foundations. What does she mean by (Basket Swamp) Wetlands theology?
“Basket Swamp” or Wetlands theology seeks to confront and embrace multiplicity, ambiguity and diversity in a theological context without giving in to the desire to make apparently solid ground by creating a refuse (garbage) landfill site out of a naturally occurring globally significant phenomenon. It implicitly reacts against statements that devalue the present environment and its apparently messy reality.
… using the term “swamp” reminds me that the wetlands  landscape in not traditionally considered pretty, friendly, or easily traversable. Doing swamp theology, like travelling through a swamp without nicely laid paths, is an old-fashioned, earthy, muddy, boggy slog. Basket Swamp Theology is interested in diversity in all its “richness”, “complexity” and “variation” (cf Allarby 1998:48) – its multiplicity, ambiguity and diversity, - the things we like and the things we don’t”   (1) 
Wetlands theology and other eco-feminist approaches ask us to shift gears and instead of trying to impose order on chaos that we embrace and celebrate the chaos that is the natural creation.
A poetic, nomadic, interdependent, interactive eco-feminist approach to the creation and to our relationship with it is just one of the many challenging ways to break open new thinking and  building new spiritual paradigms. To do this women ministers and theologians in Australia are challenged to work more closely with our aboriginal sisters, our sisters in the ecology movement and our interfaith sisters for the sake of the future of creation. It also means dialogue with traditional theological thinking and church structures. And it may well be as Anita Munro observed ‘an old-fashioned, earthy, muddy, boggy slog”
I end with one of my own small responses to ‘wetlands theology’. A liturgical affirmation to the multiplicity, ambiguity, and diversity challenge of our relationship to God, creation and each other.
Affirmation 
We believe in the Creator God
Spinner of the cosmic web of life 
Who connects our varied gifts
Our disparate lives,
Our differing points of view.
Our changing world
In the web of connective Love.
 
We believe in Christ/Sophia
Restorer of the broken web
Who reconnects the broken threads of our lives,
Our broken relationships, our fragile creation,
Our community conflicts, our world at war.
Re-spinning the web of kinship with resurrection hope.

We believe in the ever present Spirit of God
Sustainer of the web of life
Fragile, temporary, we hold together - for today.
Tomorrow the winds, the rain, or human folly 
May destroy the fragile web
Reminded us – O God our Friend – it was never meant to last, 
And that what is enduring 
Is Your assurance 
That You will re-spin the web again and again and again
And Your promise is that we will never be unconnected 
From You, from Creation or from each other.
Amen
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